NAYANA

TOWARDS TAPAS

Visalakshi was initiated into both Ganapati Mantra
and Sri Vidya. She bestowed equal attention to house-keeping
and Mantra Upaasana and earned the goodwill of all. One
day, when she was serving food to her father-in-law, he asked
her which of the two Mantras that she had been initiated into
was claiming her major attention and interest. She replied
that she was meditating on Devi with Ganapati as her object
of worship. Narasimha Sastri was pleased with her tactful
answer. Ganapati felt that, at the suggestive prompting of
his father, Visalakshi said so Snd it was unreasonable for
anyone to attribute to him divine qualities on the basis of his
literary gifts. The claim of such a quality can only be
substantiated by an experience gained by tapas. The desire
'to go to some place which could offer enough seclusion for
tapas, became irrepressible and brooked no delay. He'had a
friend Venkata Sastri who was little older, but was initiated
by him into Mantrajapa, and so, was his diciple. Ganapati
and Venkata Sastri decided to leave hom/e for some secret
place without the knowledge of their elders. Some how Bhima
Sastri got wind of it and threatened that unless he was allowed
to accompany them, he would report it to the elders. It was
decided that all three of them should leave home for a secret
and sacred place.

Meanwhile, the month ofSravana came and Visalakshi
went to her parental home to perform Mangala Gauri Vrata.

It was the year 1896. The three friends one day left
ho.me and reached Rajamahendravaram (Rajahmundry) on
foot. There they got into a boat which took them to a place
near Peramma Agraharam on the banks of River Kaushiki.
But Bhima Sastri was already disillusioned. He began arguing
that tapas was possible only for Rishis and that it would be
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